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Wiy ReleaseRecEsh?

SRVigImtim size limits to’ protect breeders
PRIEIEasingl number off undersized reef fish being
eleased due to more anglers, larger size limit,
ETiore riestrictive bag limits
= 8-50[Me Species are rebuilding and have limited or
=~ no fishing allowed; “Choke Species”

® Reef fisheries are mixed species complexes;
some stocks doing well, some not




oW Can) We Reducess o

SAIOLAUMS Mortallty N Flsh?

J _Iop methods fior releasing or avoiding fish
iewillfreduce mortality but still allow fishing

BGSt effectiveness and practicality of methods

E.:ﬁ'?G_Et Information out to fishers (education and
~  outreach)

~® [Fishers use methods to reduce mortality in
pbarotrauma impacted fish




Jiab Research Versus Figld: ...

S Confounding Variables

2 ﬁ ndling

B e Sanitation

" e Jemperature
® Stress

® Predation
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Deep Release

When I began targeting dusky
grouper in 60- to 100-foot depths, I had
problems releasing fish in good condi-
tion. Deflating the grouper’s gas bladder
with a needle works, but the fish still
has to descend under its own power.
Tired from the fight, with a hole in its
belly, a grouper has to make a great
effort to get back to the bottom.
Lowering fish with a weight recompress-
es fish rapidly, with no incisions, and
the fish doesn't have to expend energy
to return to its comfortable depth. 1
believe this technique helps released
bottomfish recover more rapidly.

Capl. Anlonio Luiz Amaral
Ilhabela, Brazil
hallyhoo@hallyhoo.com.br

Grouper in my area average 30
pounds or more, 50 I had to make a
release weight heavy enough for the
joh. Here's how: File the barb off a 12/0
hook, and hang it out of the opening
on lop of an empty beverage can so0
that the curve of the hook and the
point protrude from the can (point
down). Fill the can with melted lead,
then add a metal loop on top to serve
as a line tie. Cover the weight with
plastic coating (shrink-wrap) to protect
the boat’s finish. I insert the barbless
hook in the grouper's upper jaw and
send it toward bollom on the downrig-
ger line. Reel up the weight after releas-
ing the fish with a sharp tug.

Woerldwide Issues

Australia

Send them back aliue!
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" THE SCHOOL OF FISH
| Educational Fishing Services

THE SCHOOL OF FISH

wiww theschookoffish.com

| PO Bax 3178 Porl Adelaide

Talephons /Facsimile: [08) 3250 G592




Barotsguma Symptdﬂj 5
hs il ifhe'&"' s

e, Ot

e How t@ %‘_}@}ajr you need to vent or receifpse
> Sometimesigeutinge fish quickiyabask
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MEIEaSE VIEthods Tor DESIIMEESS
g |th Brotrauma
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J \/e_r__' wedy: cavity (Puncture Method)
SIRECOMpPressing fish using containers or

1OEKS and weights (Hook and Drop/Zing)

e p——

~ Combination of both (Vent and Zing)
» Some vented fish still may float

e Avoiding fish that cannot be harvested
» Skirting hot spots
» Using selective gear




- Venting:
eilgetlring BodyA@avity: with Nee

its co-founders Mr. Novak who recently passe .
the fishery as a ole and will be a testament of Mr. Novak
and commitment to fisheries conservation and sustainabilit
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dntiades and Dlsadva_lg;ages_-
J‘To Vent or-Net to) Vemnt?~

m————
e [Fast, cheap; equipment

requires little space

® Possible to vent large
numbers of fish coming In

quickly
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MEGOIIIPrESSION: Kook and DropNZing)is
. Some West Coast Devices

EGGLEBP KNOT _,
WITH 8" TAG EHD' '

6/0 CYWASH
HOOK




Bill"Shelton and thf;- o

Shielton’s FishiDescender (SED)
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FsEch ol Cons,ofiHookeand Drop"
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Pro:

*No possible damage to viscera
from a needle

Less infection risk

*Equipment is small, inexpensive




Ace Calloway/’s device, | "Gabela’s fishigrpper

Developed by, anglerDom Hester, S
modified™ By Capt:*Joe Ockenfels
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SIEINsIEsation impact?
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‘8 Handling (dropping, gills?)
¢ Bleeding
® Jfemperature
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Stieve Parker, Bob Hanna (Oregoni Dept of Fish and Wildlife)

® [n aguarium tests fish slips free from device on
way down or on bottom

® Rusts away
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WBItinG FisheYourCannet*Keep™

PRSIZE) by/[DE) Off NOOKS
SRPIBCEmENt off hooks
J Tv of lures

BArEd aveidance (hot
= Spot management)
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fﬂcult FISRIng SIHIBHERS

g WIth many’ fishrcoming in at ONnce




= ot Good Busmes
to Release Floaters




- omparing Alternativess
B SmUlaticNViedeling?

| PROVING THE EXISTENCE OF FISH _
In T T e (VR Bl
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REIEESING Baretialuma Inmpacted ST

2 Quick
ept
SRIDENIOEhIgh grade fish
salgit In"deep water

= Creating the right

- -~ |ncentives?

—

" Balancingl convenience,
effectiveness, and
unknown or inconclusive
survival information




s0)|ebplating with Fisnermensssential

S EIpaeNElineandide

SN HENBracticality




EasyAtereoniuse Fishermen with, Conflicting
MESsEges about How. Lo, REICASEMFISHINS

AVEIWERGEE St choice then
AELOITIPIESSION MELNOS;
VERuErEaIiE epLion.

bezlifornia:

o
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== ARGIErS are encouraged to
=~ —decompress but not to vent.

—

=

o, GUlf of Mexico:

Fishermen required to carry
and use venting tools.

ALITUELD
=“ReIBAsTnY
Reet¥=sirwith
Ruptared
Swimbladders




1

I WANT ALL
| OF YOU TO FEEL
EMPOWERED ON
| \ THIS PROJECT.

e

DilbertCartoonist@gmail.com

1‘..==:.l._
NEELuingpAngIer BuyAmn

OUR BUY—IN BEFORE
YOU EMPOWERED US.

[ TLLGET

YOU FORGOT TO GET |

YOUR .
BUY-IN | [ _1ITS
LATER. | | FAR TOO [
LATE FOR |
THAT.

Scott Adams, Inc. /Dist. by UFS
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I'™M GOING TO USE
MY EMPOLERMENT
| TODESTROY THIS |
POORLY CONCEIVED
PROTECT FROM THE
INSIDE!

,

DON'T
DO THAT!
\l/

B e o R o TR oy
g Ry et e 55 i s

| SAYING WERE NOT

S0. . . NOW YOURE

EMPOWERED TO DO
WHAT WE THINK IS

AND YOURE NEVER
AVATILABLE?

CAN WE GO BACK
| TOOUR OLD SYSTEM |
| WHERE WERE AFRAID | |
TO MAKE DECISIONS |

_...
www.dilbert.com

12-19-10

~ (YOUR EYES )
SAY, "YES.”
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eBlting Information out torFishers
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HUNDREDS OF DOOR PRIZES THROUGHOUT THE DAY
RDAY, APRIL 23rd, 2005
9:00 aEm - 3:00 u|:’m

ENGLUND MARINE Parking Charieston
C00S BAY, OREGON




Community OutreachiFis

HSING GrotpsrandrOrdanizations
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Conclusions:

P EoeKINg TRterthe Futlre

® One size may not fit all;
different methods may
be appropriate for
different situations.

¢ Fishermen input and
buy-in are critical;
include them in the
decision-making process.
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“Adaptive Management

dify"Methods and Regulations in'Response
- to Latest Research Findings

-—-.-——_

“Survival doesn’t depend on being the strongest or
the most intelligent, just the most adaptable.”
~Charles Darwin
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Thanksitos e

All the fishers, fisherman
mventors researchers

gitieo 1a'bt)rators
state and federal agency
personnel, fishing
writers, and fishing
organizations with whom
I have worked on this
ISSue.

"No one of us /s
as smart as all
of us together.”

stheberge@ufl.edu
fishhead51@gmail.com
(503)-338-0420




