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About West Marine Green Product of the Year

West Marine is please to award the Black Tip Catch & Release Recompression Tool the

grand prize for the second annual Green Product of the Year contest. The $10,000 prize

goes to the product's inventor, retired Alaska charter fisherman, Ace Callaway.

The panel of judges made their selection based on effectiveness, cost-competitiveness,

environmental impact, degree of innovation, verification of claims and compliance with

official rules.

Designed to reduce the effects of barotrauma on deep-water fish, the Black Tip Catch &

Release Recompression Tool is a simple-yet-effective tool that works on any fish species

in both fresh and saltwater. The device simply clamps onto the fish's jaw until it hits

bottom, automatically releasing the fish at adequate depth for recovery. It can be

lowered and recovered using a hand line, standard downrigger or large rod and reel

combo, along with a lead weight supplied by the angler.

"The Black Tip Catch & Release Recompression Tool addresses a real problem, in a way

that is simple, effective and affordable," said Dr. Randy Kochevar, a marine biologist at

Stanford University. “Using this innovative tool, any fisherman can make sure that a fish

returned to the wild has the best possible chance of survival."

This annual competition is open to manufacturers, distributors and/or inventors of

boating products throughout the United States.
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About Us

Background

All who love to fish need to be concerned about conserving our sustainable oceans and natural resources. Through experience a product was
designed and developed by EcoLeeser, which is called the RokLees that returns Rockfish and other species back down to their habitat. With
the RokLees our goal is to preserve fish that would otherwise float away on the surface and eventually die. Our inexpensive, conservation and
easy to use product will help preserve and increase the stock of Rockfish for future generations to enjoy.

Rockfish (Sebastes spp.) and other species of fish are unique in that they have a swim bladder, an internal buoyancy device that allows fish to
adjust their depth. When fish are caught they are rapidly brought to the surface, which does not allow the fish adequate time to equalize. This
causes rapid bladder expansion known as barotrauma (pressure shock). Fish suffering from extreme barotrauma have external symptoms like
bulging eyes, pushed out esophagus and bloating. Typically, fish displaying these symptoms do not survive.

Miraculously, many fish can recover from barotrauma if they are properly released to their respective depths as soon as possible. Without
intervention, a fish with barotrauma may die from the progression of its wounds or succumb to temperature shock or predators. “Floaters�? –
overly inflated fish that cannot re-descend on their own – are especially easy targets for sea gulls and sea lions. As a result EcoLeeser has
developed RokLees that successfully releases rockfish back to the bottom.

Company Background 

EcoLeeser is a company that designs, develops and sells fishing, environmental and 
waterborne products and solutions for various applications.  

Management 

The management team has many years of experience in the fishing, waterborne and plumbing
 industries as entrepreneurs and business leaders. Specifically the team has managed a 
number of businesses. EcoLeeser personnel have also designed a number of seagoing and
 environmental products.  

32 people like this. Sign Up to see
what your friends like.
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About Us http://www.ecoleeser.com/about_us.html
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Descending
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Click here to download

plugin.

Click on sound control bar to restart sound bite of SFD™

  

The SFD™ is a simple device used to decend fish with bloated air bladder back down greater than 30 feet

to allow the water pressure to recompress fish's air-bladder. For all species including rockfish, walleye,

black bass, lake trout, groupers and all species that suffer barotrauma

SFD™ http://www.sheltonproducts.com/SFD.html
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SFD™ http://www.sheltonproducts.com/SFD.html
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SFD™ http://www.sheltonproducts.com/SFD.html
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Bill Shelton with rockfish attached to SFD™

SFD™ http://www.sheltonproducts.com/SFD.html
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SFD™ http://www.sheltonproducts.com/SFD.html
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SFD™ http://www.sheltonproducts.com/SFD.html
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Rock fish that has minor barotrauma

Insert SFD™ through lower lip as shown above.

SFD™ http://www.sheltonproducts.com/SFD.html
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SFDing 3 rock fish at a time.

Inserting SFD in lower lip. (Lower lip only)

SFD™ http://www.sheltonproducts.com/SFD.html
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Inserting SFD in lower lip. (Thin soft membrane only)

Bill Shelton shown preparing to SFD the above rockfish.

SFD™ http://www.sheltonproducts.com/SFD.html
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Lower rockfish into water if possible.

Drop weight away from rockfish (to prevents tangles)

This pulls the rockfish down for recompression of the air bladder.

SFD™ http://www.sheltonproducts.com/SFD.html
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Lower to the desired depth and quickly snap line upwards to release rockfish from SFD™

How to web page of hooking SFD™ and lowering fish into the water for descent.

Hooking fish to SFD™

SFD™ pictures.

SFD™ Pictures

Patent Pending plus protected under other patents

VIDEO CLIPS

The below movies requires QuickTime by Apple to view.

You only need the basic free version, you don't need the Pro Quicktime to view these videos.

For a free copy of QuickTime for PC or Mac  QuickTime for PC or Mac

SFD™------Recompressing rock fish with a SFD™ (Shelton Fish Decender™)

On this day angler Bill Gygax saved a rockfish from barotrauma with a SFD™ The setup was an in-line

SFD™with standard

rock fishing gear by recompressing the rock fish air bladder and re-oxygenating with a SFD™ SFD™ in

Action

More detailed movies below on saving fish suffering barotrauma below.

Full color underwater video of the release after fish's air bladder is recompressed. SFD™ in full color

More underwater video of the release after fish's air bladder is recompressed. More underwater shots

Three minute nonstop clip of catching and SFDing 4 rockfish with a SFD™ SFD™ Red Hot Action

More underwater video of the release after fish's air bladder is recompressed. SFD™ underwater movie

Recompressing rock fish by angler using his existing rock fishing weight with the SFD™ mounted

in line. This is one method that would be used on party and sports boats to recompress fish. SFD™ angler

movie

Listen to a sound bite of recompressing rock fish with a SFD™ (Same as above) SFD™ sound bite

Ling attacking a group of rockfish Ling Attack

SFD™ http://www.sheltonproducts.com/SFD.html
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Tutorial of recompressing rock fish with a SFD™

The following pages are PDF files requiring Adobe Reader or similar to read these files. For a free copy of

Adobe Reader go to Adobe Reader

Down load the 5 pages of the PDF files.

SFD™ page one PDF

SFD™ page two PDF

SFD™ page three PDF

SFD™ page four PDF

SFD™ page five PDF

Back to Shelton Products home page Shelton Products

We hope you enjoyed Shelton Products pages. If you can't stop

and buy anything, then honk your horn, smile, wave and e-mail

me at bill@sheltonproducts.com as you surf by. We'll leave the

e-mail slot open for you.

All products unique trade names are trademarked.

All products are patented

Copyright 2005 Bill Shelton All rights reserved

This page created by Bill Shelton

SFD™ http://www.sheltonproducts.com/SFD.html
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